
Passive Program 2: Toxic Love 
 
Activity Title 
Toxic Love 
 
Activity Introduction 
One of the reasons Piper is so eager to escape to New York in Piper Perish is because she no 
longer wants to live with her abusive older sister, Marli. There are several instances in the book 
where it becomes apparent that Marli is abusive to their parents and her significant other as 
well. This passive display is designed to teach teens about the symptoms of abusive behavior, 
show them that anyone could be abused by a romantic partner, friend, authority figure, or other 
individual, and provide them with resources for finding relief from abuse. 
 
Books to Display or Book Talk 
Crush by Eve Ainsworth 
Bad Romance by Heather Demetrios  
Dreamland by Sarah Dessen  
See No Color by Shannon Gibney 
The You I’ve Never Known by Ellen Hopkins 
The Truth Commission by Susan Juby  
In Love and In Danger: A Teen's Guide to Breaking Free of Abusive Relationships by Barrie 
Levy 
Boy Toy by Barry Lyga  
How Long Does It Hurt?: A Guide to Recovering from Incest and Sexual Abuse for Teenagers, 
Their Friends, and Their Families by Cynthia L. Mather 
The Girl Who Fell by S.M. Parker 
Such a Pretty Girl by Laura Wiess  
 
Activity Supply List 
Bulletin board 
Display stand or area for books 
Push pins  
Paper  
Printer ink 
Brochures/pamphlets from nearby youth shelters or other relevant organizations 
Posters about abusive relationships (provided by the committee)  
Signs with phone numbers and email address for abuse hotlines/information (provided by 
committee)  
 
Detailed Description of Activity 
High school and public librarians will need to print the information posters about abusive 
relationships and the resource signs and post them on a bulletin board that is accessible to 
teens. This bulletin will preferably be in a private area where teens may feel more comfortable 



approaching the board. Librarians are also encouraged to locate and procure brochures and 
pamphlets from any local resources, such as youth homeless shelters, where teens may go if 
they find themselves in an abusive situation.  
 
Activity Resources (Produced by the Committee) 
Symptoms of Abuse poster 
Why Do They Stay? Poster 
Gaslighting poster 
Texas Abuse Hotline sign  
Love is Respect sign 
National Domestic Violence Hotline sign  
National Childhelp Child Abuse Hotline sign 
 
Activity Resources for Teens, Teachers & Librarians 
http://www.loveisrespect.org/ 
http://www.thehotline.org/ 
https://www.childhelp.org/hotline/  
www.txabusehotline.org/ 
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