
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
NAME: Manya Shorr 
POSITION: President-Elect 
 
 

 
Work Experience 
Library Director, Dallas Public Library, June 2025 - Present 
Certified Coach, Manya Shorr Coaching, July 2024 – Present 
Library Director, City of Fort Worth, August 2017 – May 2023 
Acting Assistant City Manager, August 2022 – March 2023 
Director of Public Services, D.C. Public Library, August 2014 – August 2017  
Assistant Library Director, Omaha Public Library, 2013 – 2014 
Senior Manager, Branch Services, Omaha Public Library, 2012 - 2013 
Outreach, Community Services & Special Projects Manager, Sacramento Public Library, 
2010 – 2012  
Various Library Positions, 1998 - 2010 
 
Current TLA Commitments and Positions 
None. I have recently returned from two years of living in Japan and am eager to resume 
involvement with TLA. 

 

Previous Board or Volunteer Leadership Experience 
2019-2023: TLA Legislative Committee Chair 
2020: TLA Leadership Development Committee 
2019: TLA Tall Texans Mentor 
2013: Nebraska Library Leadership Institute Mentor 
2012: American Library Association Emerging Leaders Mentor 
 
Statement of Concern 
Libraries are facing real challenges—from budget constraints to debates over content. In these 
polarized times, we need a new approach: one rooted in listening, impartiality, and shared 
purpose. Library staff must remain above politics, focused on our essential mission—
connecting people with information and providing safe, inclusive spaces for all. As TLA 
President, this would be my guiding principle. We are stewards of public funds and have a duty 
to oppose censorship and support a diversity of thought. I will bring this commitment to every 
conversation—with elected officials, community groups, and stakeholders—ensuring all Texas 
library staff are represented, regardless of background or belief. Our strength lies in our shared 
commitment to service, access, and respect for every member of our communities. 
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