TLA*

EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE INFORI\/IATION
NAME: Nicole Cruz

POSITION: Representative-at-Large
(School)

Work Experience

District Lead Librarian, Sharyland ISD, 2009 — Present

Advanced Academic Academy Librarian, Sharyland ISD, 2014 - Present
BL Gray Junior High School Librarian, Sharyland ISD, 2005 — 2009
Romulo D. Martinez Elementary, Sharyland ISD, 2003-2005

Biblioteca Las Americas Librarian, South Texas ISD, 2002-2003

Current TLA Commitments and Positions
TLA Member since 2000

Library Leadership Round Table Member

Texas Association of School Librarians Division Member
TLA District 4 Member

Previous Board or Volunteer Leadership Experience

Candidate for TLA President, 2025 TASLA President, 2015-2018

TASLA Officer Nominating Committee TALL Texan Mentor, 2017

Chair, 2024 TALL Texan Class of 2005

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion TLA Tejas Star Book Award Chair
Committee, 2022-2023 Texas Media Awards Committee-now
TEA ESAC Committee, 2020-2022 Texas Youth Creators Awards

TASL Councilor, 2019-2022 TASL Scholarship Committee Chair
AASL Representative, 2019-2022 TxIChat Moderator, 2018

TLA Awards Committee, 2019

Statement of Concern

| seek your vote for the TLA Executive Board in order to bring unity and opportunities to you,
the members. I'll champion the core values that define our profession. My focus will be to
promote intellectual freedom against censorship, ensuring all Texans have equitable access to
a wide scope of resources and information. | will actively advocate for robust funding for
libraries, ensuring our vital services reach all demographics, including underserved urban,
rural, and border communities.

With 26 years of school library and leadership experience, I've developed a wide circle of
diverse professional contacts. Expanding professional development and networking
opportunities both in person and virtually will be my focus. Together we will strengthen our
libraries and reaffirm their essential role in our society.
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