Spirit of Texas Reading Program- High School
History

Brief History of the Spirit of Texas Reading Program

The original idea for the Spirit of Texas Reading Program came from Texas author,
Andrea White. Mrs. White envisioned a more robust, dynamic relationship between
Texas libraries and Texas authors/ illustrators where authors and illustrators constantly
came into Texas libraries either in person or via the internet to talk to students about
their books and the writing process. With the help of librarians Natasha Benway (South
Regional Public Library), Rose Brock (Coppell ISD), Renee Dyer (Weslaco ISD), and
Jennifer Smith (East Central ISD), Mrs. White’s original idea was further developed to
include an interactive website, original programming by Texas librarians, and annual
awards for Texas authors/illustrators. The Spirit of Texas Reading Program began in
2011. The name “Spirit of Texas” was chosen because the program hopes to encourage a
greater understanding of what it means to be a Texan and an appreciation for the
literary works of and about Texas and Texans.
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