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February 13, 2019 

House Appropriations, Subcommittee on Articles I, IV & V 
  Testimony in support of Texas State Library & Archives Commission Budget 

 
The Texas State Library and Archives Commission’s (TSLAC) programs and services provide essential support to 
public, academic, and K-12, and special libraries.  
 
The Texas Library Association (TLA) supports the TSLAC budget proposed in House Bill 1. The association also 
endorses the commission’s seven exceptional items; with priority given to exceptional item #4 which requests 
$4.2 million to increase access to affordable e-books through TexShare and TexQuest. 
 
A recent Pew study found that Americans equate libraries with information and with the tools needed to acquire 
it in the digital age. Learners and readers of all ages expect to be able to access the information they need in the 
format they prefer, be that print or digital.  
 
While demand for digital versions of books is increasing, there is not a decrease in demand for traditional 
formats. Therefore, libraries must purchase titles in multiple formats – print, large print, audio, and digital, 
which strains already tight collection development budgets. 
 
Providing funds for TSLAC to leverage statewide buying power to acquire e-books and make them available 
through the TexShare and TexQuest digital resource programs at a deeply discounted cost to schools, public 
libraries, and colleges and universities throughout Texas would help bring more e-book resources to library 
users, and allow libraries more flexibility to customize collections to meet local needs. 
 
Through statewide licensing, TSLAC can provide these vital resources for about 1/10th the cost if the same 
materials were purchased locally.  
 
 
TexShare Value Report – Public Libraries (data from TSLAC Find-A-Library online tool) 
 

Representative Library FY2019 TexShare fee Retail Cost of TexShare 
Resources 

Longoria Harlingen Public Library  $1,625 $232,507 

Miller Fort Bend County 
Libraries 

 $19,384 $537,251 

Buckley Lampasas Public Library  $212 $92,278 

Capriglione Keller Public Library  $1,742 $157,866 

Johnson Harris County Public 
Library 

 $36,573 $934,664 

Wu Houston Public Library  $44,173 $993,333 

 
 
TexQuest Participation Summary Reports –School Districts (data from TSLAC online participation summary 
reports) 
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Representatives School District FY2019 TexQuest Fee Retail Cost of TexQuest 
Resources 

Longoria La Feria ISD  $921 $94,614 

Miller Fort Bend ISD  $20,324 $2,087,375 

Buckley Salado ISD  $503 $51,660 

Capriglione Carroll ISD  $2,257 $231,822 

Johnson Aldine ISD  $18,179 $1,867,088 

Wu Alief ISD  $12,491 $1,282,872 

 
In conclusion, library e-resources offer a tremendous return on investment to Texans. 
 
Contact for additional information  
Wendy Woodland 
TLA Director, Advocacy & Communication 
512.328.1518 ext. 146 
wendyw@txla.org  

 
 
About the Texas Library Association 
The Texas Library Association is the largest state library association in the United States with approximately 
6,500 members.  Our members work in public, K-12 school, college and university, and special (i.e. medical, 
corporate, law) libraries across the state. 
 
 
 

mailto:wendyw@txla.org

