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Stay Connected with the New TLA 
Engage+ Mobile App
Texas Library Association members can 
take their membership wherever they go 
with the new TLA Engage+ mobile app. 
Available for download on the Apple App 
Store and Google Play, the app provides 
quick access to the tools, resources, and 
communities members use every day.

The launch of TLA Engage+ is part of 
TLA’s ongoing commitment to making 
membership more accessible, convenient, 
and valuable. Whether you’re at your 
library, attending a conference, traveling, 
or working from home, the app keeps your 
TLA membership within easy reach.

Check the latest discussion in TLA 
Engage, register for an upcoming event, 
or update your member profile with TLA 
Engage+. Members can also access the 
TLA Learning Hub, Volunteer Portal, Career 
Center, Member Directory, TLA Calendar, 
Reading Lists, merchandise, and additional 
unit purchases—all from one convenient 
app.

To access personalized features, simply 
download the app and sign in using your 
existing TLA member login. Logging in 
unlocks member-only resources and provides a seamless experience across TLA’s 
online platforms.  Questions?  Email the TLA membership team.

REGISTRATION FOR TLA 
2027 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OPENS OCTOBER 1
Get ready for TLA 2027! Join library 
professionals from across Texas April 
19-22 in San Antonio for four days of 
learning, connection, and inspiration. 
Explore educational sessions, discover new 
resources and ideas, connect with colleagues, and experience 
all that the TLA Annual Conference has to offer.

Visit conference.txla.org to learn more and start planning 
your TLA 2027 experience.

NEWSNOTES

TEXAS BLUEBONNET 
AWARD VOTING NOW 
OPEN
It’s time to “Read 5, Then Decide.” 
Voting for the annual Texas Bluebonnet 
Award is open now through late 
January 2027.  Every year, students 
in grades 3-6 from across the state 
choose the winner from a list of 
20 selected books curated from 
suggestions from librarians, teachers, 
parents, students, and others. The TBA 
selection committee works hard all year 
to craft a list that reflects children’s 
interests, relevant content, has 
reputable reviews, and demonstrates 
literary quality to promote free 
voluntary reading.  

The winner will be announced in 
early February and celebrated at the 
Texas Bluebonnet Author Session at the 
TLA 2027 Annual Conference. Don’t 
forget to register your library and be 
part of one of the most prestigious 
children’s choice literary awards in the 
United States since 1979. Information on 
the current list, reading resources, and 
links to registration and voting can be 
found on the TBA website. 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tla-engage/id6768305103
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tla-engage/id6768305103
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.resultsdirect.eventsential.branded.tla&pli=1
mailto:tla%40txla.org?subject=
http://conference.txla.org
https://txla.org/reading-lists/texas-bluebonnet-award/voting-guide/
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NEWSNOTES

Connect with 
Librarians at a 
District Meeting 
Near You
The annual fall district meetings allow 
local librarians, paraprofessionals, and 
trustees from all types of libraries to 
meet, network, and set a foundation 
for collaborative efforts. Members and 
nonmembers are welcome to attend, 
and you can attend meetings outside of 
your district.

District 1, November 4, Abilene

District 2, October 6, Amarillo 

District 3, November 16, Round Rock

District 4, October 9, McAllen

District 5, October 17, Greenville

District 6, November 14, El Paso

District 7, October 2,  
White Settlement

District 8, November 7, Richmond 

District 9, October 10, Odessa

District 10, October 15, San Antonio

Visit txla.org/district-meetings for 
more information and to register.

TEXAS STATE LAW LIBRARY RECEIVES GRANT TO 
DEVELOP TEXAS LEGAL OASIS PROJECT
The Texas State Law Library has been awarded a generous grant from the Texas Bar 
Foundation to develop the Texas Legal Oasis Project. The project will create a free 
online training course for public librarians, giving them the tools and confidence to 
help community members find reliable legal information.

Librarians will learn how to:
•	 Point people toward trustworthy legal resources.
•	 Make referrals to the right organizations and professionals.
•	 Answer basic questions about common legal topics like divorce, landlord/tenant 

issues, and estate planning.
•	 Stay within the boundaries of their role (provide information, not legal advice).

Finding legal help in Texas can be tough, especially outside of major cities. The 
rural parts of the state are especially underserved. According to the American Bar 
Association’s 2020 Profile of the Legal Profession, nearly half of Texas’s 254 counties 
(122 of them) are considered a “legal desert.” It means there is less than one lawyer 
for every 1,000 residents. Only 30 counties have a law library open to the public.  

But here’s the good news: 232 counties do have a public library. That makes local 
libraries one of the most promising ways to connect Texans with legal information. We 
hope to develop them into a reliable source of support in communities that have little 
to no legal access.

In the words of Amy Small, Executive Director of the State Law Library: “Public 
libraries are a trusted, familiar institution, and often the first place people go with 
their questions. By training public librarians across the state in basic legal information 
skills, the Texas Legal Oasis Project will increase the ability and willingness of 
librarians to help with legal questions, and in doing so, increase availability of legal 
information statewide. We are very grateful to the Texas Bar Foundation for their 
support of this work.”

The State Law Library serves the legal research needs of the Texas Supreme Court, 
the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Office of the Attorney General, other state agencies 
and commissions, and the citizens of the state. It is a public law library.

https://txla.org/professional-development/district-meetings/
https://www.sll.texas.gov/spotlight/2026/04/library-receives-a-grant-from-the-texas-bar-foundation/
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TLA RECEIVES 
GENEROUS DONATION
Recently, TLA received a generous 
$25,000 donation from the Bennett 
Raccah Charitable Fund. We appreciate 
their support of the association and of 
Texas libraries. Donations, no matter 
how small or large, help TLA achieve 
our mission to embrace, unite, and 
amplify voices of the library community 
through advocacy and education to 
ensure library excellence for all Texans. 
Donations are accepted at any time.

TLA 2027 MEMBERSHIP 
OPENS OCTOBER 1
Whether you’re a seasoned librarian 
or just starting your journey, TLA 
membership connects you to a 
community of fellow professionals who 
share your passion and face similar 
challenges. Renew your membership or 
join TLA for the first time! 
Join TLA

NEWSNOTES

Rio Grande City Public Library 
Selected to Participate in 
Smithsonian Institution Program
The Rio Grande City Public Library was one of only 16 public libraries nationwide – 
and the only library in Texas – selected to participate in the inaugural Smithsonian 
Associates Rural Library Program.

The Smithsonian Institution selected this inaugural cohort to expand educational 
opportunities, strengthen community engagement, and promote lifelong learning 
in rural communities. From September 2026 through August 2027, the Rio Grande 
City Public Library will collaborate with Smithsonian staff and fellow cohort libraries 
to bring world-class educational resources, virtual presentations, professional 
development, and community-centered programs to the residents of Rio Grande City 
and Starr County.

“We are deeply honored to represent Rio Grande City, Starr County, and the state of 
Texas in this prestigious national initiative. This recognition is a testament to the hard 
work of our staff and community partners, as well as the consistent support from our 
city leadership,” stated Norma Fultz, Director of the Rio Grande City Public Library.

https://txla.org/donate/make-a-difference/
https://txla.org/membership/about/
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TLA AWARDS NOW ACCEPTING 
NOMINATIONS
Help us recognize the outstanding individuals, organizations, 
and projects making a difference in the Texas library 
community. Nominations are now open for TLA Awards 
honoring excellence, leadership, service, advocacy, and 
achievement in the library profession.

Nominate a deserving colleague, organization, or project 
today and join us in celebrating the incredible work happening 
in Texas libraries.
Learn more and submit a nomination

TLA SCHOLARSHIPS NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS
Invest in your professional growth with support from TLA. 
Scholarship opportunities are available to help current 
and future library professionals pursue library education, 
professional development, and other learning opportunities.
Explore available scholarships, eligibility requirements, and 
application information to find the opportunity that’s right for 
you.
Learn more and apply

NEWSNOTES

Congratulations to the  
TALL Texans Class of 2026!
The TALL Texans Leadership Development Institute (TALL Texans) 
program is designed for library leaders to study and embrace 
leadership principles and practices. The program aims to help 
participants realize their potential to initiate positive changes within 
their institutions, professions, and for their stakeholders.

Rachel Alvarez, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo ISD
Alexander Ames, University of North Texas
Innocent Awasom, Texas Tech University Libraries
Lareka Bailey, Fort Worth Public Library, East Regional Branch
Kara Baker, Socorro ISD
Viviana Caballero, Dustin Michael Sekula Memorial Library
Katherine Carter, University of Houston Libraries
Lareyna Cook, Hondo Public Library
Lori Eddy, Mansfield Public Library
William Flores, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Tracey Griffin, New Braunfels ISD
Ariana Guel, Lamar Academy
Michael Gutierrez, South Texas College
Jenniffer Hentzen, Temple Public Library
Shannon Houston, Round Rock ISD
Jessica Jackson, Aldine ISD
Sara Kelley, Dallas Public Library, Vickery Park Branch
Margarita Longoria, Mission CISD
Robin Low, Carrollton Public Library

Audrey Manchester, Montgomery County Memorial Library 
System
Amanda McClure, Plano Public Library
Crystal Mendoza, Harlingen CISD
Natalie Newell, Brazoria & West Columbia Libraries
Melissa Quirl, Royse City ISD
Regina Reed, Leon Valley Public Library
Veronica Rodriguez, Harlingen CISD
Misty Schattle, Newton Gresham Library | Sam Houston State 
University
Bailey Sterling, NNLM Region 3, UNT Health
Rachel Stewart, Garland ISD
Jonathan Thorn, Tarrant County College District
Gabriella Trinchetta, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission
Amanda Watson, Frisco Public Library
Anna Waugh, Mesquite ISD
Christopher Woodward, Grapevine Public Library
Ronna Wyse, Little Elm ISD

https://txla.org/awards-scholarships-stipends/tla-awards/
http://txla.org/awards-scholarships-stipends/tla-scholarships/


Thank You TLA 
2026 Sponsors

We appreciate their support!

DOUBLE DIAMOND

DIAMOND

PLATINUM

GOLD SILVER
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One connection. Every resource, network, and tool
you need for 2027. Renew starting October 1.
One connection. Every resource, network, and tool
you need for 2027. Renew starting October 1.

CONNECT TOCONNECT TO
WHAT MATTERSWHAT MATTERS

TLA Career Center 
A dedicated resource for job 
seekers and employers alike. 

Navigating the job market and finding top 
library talent can take time and energy. 

The TLA Career Center offers you the 
tools and resources to streamline your 
recruitment efforts or be more efficient in 
finding targeted library positions.

Career Center resources include:

Visit careers.txla.org

Library Professionals:
• Search and apply for library positions
• Post a resume or create a profile
• Access resources and resume tools

Employers:
• Post positions and find library 

candidates
• Search resume database of qualified 

candidates



Be a part of vibrant 
space to connect 

and be re-energized 
where your voice 

belongs and 
library community 

connections are 
made.

JOIN US
IN

SAN ANTONIO
April 19-22, 2027

conference.txla.org


