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Activity 1

Activity 2

Alma de pies a cabeza
(Alma head to toe)

Written and
illustrated by Juana

Martinez-Neal.
(Candlewick, 2023) 

Learn all about the body with this fun and
colorful printable activity. By placing each
body part in its proper spot, children will

master basic anatomy one step at a time. For a
bigger challenge, ask about tricky parts like
knees, elbows, and chins: endless discovery

awaits!
My Body Parts

Label the Body Parts

Body Balancing
Incorporate movement into your learning by
making a masking tape "balance beam" on

the floor. Direct your child to walk with a
small beanbag in various positions: on the

head, in the hands, in the crook of an elbow,
under the chin, etc.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6s53q38ahg84dz6/free_My%20Body%20Parts.pdf?dl=0


Activity 1

Activity 2

Benita y las Criaturas
nocturnas

(Benita and the Night
Creatures)

By Mariana Llanos.
Illustrated by

Cocoretto.
(Barefoot Books,

2023).

Keep the Monsters Away!
Is your child scared of monsters at night? Here

are a few ideas to scare the monsters away:
1. Use monster repellent spray - Keep a spray
bottle filled with scented water by the bed so

that you can spray the monster away
2. Let the family pet sleep in the room for

security
3. Keep a stuffed animal with special powers in

the room to keep monsters away
4. Abracadabra the monsters away with a

magic wand
5. Use a worry doll or dreamcatcher to keep

nightmares and monsters away"

Unusual Reading Places
Read in an unusual spot - under a pillow fort, in

a tree, in the bathtub, under a table, etc.



Activity 1

Activity 2

Bla. Bla. Blá
(Gib. Ber. Ish)

Written and
illustrated by Young

Vo. Translated by
Gabriella Aldeman.

(Levine Querido,
2022).

Code Breakers

Find a friend Lotería!
In the book, everything changes for Dat when he
finds a friend. Now it’s your turn to find a friend!

Use this link to the lotería card:  Lotería Card
See if you can find a friend that matches each
of the descriptions on the squares of the card.

Can you break the gibberish code? In the book,
each symbol corresponds to a letter of the

alphabet. Can you figure out the words that
are written as symbols? What language do you
think is represented as gibberish in the book?

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF8N5J5cU4/aTl-KZ4RoewiySTIsLixcg/view?utm_content=DAF8N5J5cU4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


Activity 1

Activity 2

Con Cuba 
en el Bolsillo

(With Cuba in my pocket)

by Adriana Cuevas,
translated by Alexis
Romay (Square Fish,

2023). 

Learn more about Cuba

Print and play cuban dominoes

Use this website to learn about Cuba and some of
the popular places to go on the island.

https://www.elmundoentubolsillo.es/descubriend
o-cuba/

Cumba keeps the caja de muerto with him in
his pocket as he travels to the United States.

Print out these domines and use the
instrutions to play a game of dominoes.

https://www.rosiesworld.co.nz/media/271524
/Cuban_Dominoes.pdf

https://www.elmundoentubolsillo.es/descubriendo-cuba/
https://www.elmundoentubolsillo.es/descubriendo-cuba/
https://www.rosiesworld.co.nz/media/271524/Cuban_Dominoes.pdf
https://www.rosiesworld.co.nz/media/271524/Cuban_Dominoes.pdf


Activity 1

Activity 2

El Campo Flotante
(The Floating Field)

By Scott Riley,
Illustrated by

Nguyen Quang &
Kim Lien. Translated
by Zab Translation.

(Lerner Books,
2022).

Where in the world is Koh Paynee?

Floating Field Design Challenge

Visit Koh Paynee digitally using Google Earth: Koh
Paynee. Next, watch this drone footage of the

village: https://youtu.be/oMpNLnpJ2pQ?
si=fRSZhedVKAMkt84y Imagine that you lived in
Koh Paynee, how would you go to school? What

do you think would be different about living there
than where you live?

Can you create a floating field? Use recycled
materials to design your own floating field.

Test your design to see if it floats!

https://earth.google.com/web/search/Ko+Panyi,+Mueang+Phang-nga+District,+Phang-nga,+Thailand/@8.3611941,98.51122115,8.21644949a,18399.93767141d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CqIBGngScgokMHgzMDUxYWFlYjEyZTIyZmZkOjB4NDAyMjNiYzJjMzgyMTYwGSVbXU4JuCBAIeFI-3oZoVhAKjhLbyBQYW55aSwgTXVlYW5nIFBoYW5nLW5nYSBEaXN0cmljdCwgUGhhbmctbmdhLCBUaGFpbGFuZBgCIAEiJgokCRabqWT-tyBAEYftm9mVtiBAGZF0G2ZGoVhAIQh5YgUZoVhAOgMKATA
https://earth.google.com/web/search/Ko+Panyi,+Mueang+Phang-nga+District,+Phang-nga,+Thailand/@8.3611941,98.51122115,8.21644949a,18399.93767141d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CqIBGngScgokMHgzMDUxYWFlYjEyZTIyZmZkOjB4NDAyMjNiYzJjMzgyMTYwGSVbXU4JuCBAIeFI-3oZoVhAKjhLbyBQYW55aSwgTXVlYW5nIFBoYW5nLW5nYSBEaXN0cmljdCwgUGhhbmctbmdhLCBUaGFpbGFuZBgCIAEiJgokCRabqWT-tyBAEYftm9mVtiBAGZF0G2ZGoVhAIQh5YgUZoVhAOgMKATA
https://youtu.be/oMpNLnpJ2pQ?si=fRSZhedVKAMkt84y
https://youtu.be/oMpNLnpJ2pQ?si=fRSZhedVKAMkt84y


Activity 1

Activity 2

El Español es la
lengua de mi familia

(Spanish is the language
of my family)

Let’s have a spelling bee 
contest in spanish!

Let’s spell and jump!

Use the words listed at the National Spanish
Spelling bee website and organize a spelling bee

contest at your school or with your family.
https://nationalspanishspellingbee.com/

Print several Spanish Words in large print,
laminate them and tape them to the floor.
Have children stand in line, then read the

word aloud and ask them to jump on the word
they just heard and spell it. You can modify
this game by dividing the group into teams.
The team that advances the fastest will be

the one that can spell more words correctly.

by Michael Genhart,
illustrated by John

Parra, translated by
Ana A. Izquierdo de
Alba (Neal Porter

Books, 2023). 

https://nationalspanishspellingbee.com/


Activity 1

Activity 2

el viaje de yenebi 
a la escuela

(Yenebi’s drive 
to school)

What’s your morning routine?

Road Games

From The TeachingBooks Blog. Yenebi and
Melanie pack their backpacks, eat breakfast

together in the car, and cross the border to get to
school. This is their daily routine on a school day.

What does your morning routine look like?
Describe or draw a moment from a typical school-

day morning. This could be who is usually with
you, what you have for breakfast, how you get

there (bus, car, walk, etc.).

Keep children entertained while riding in the car.
Here are a few games you can play on the road:
Rainbow colors - Find as many objects as you

can of a certain color. 
Alphabet game - think of words that begin with
each letter of the alphabet. Narrow it down by
choosing categories - food, animals, cities, etc.

Word association - One person thinks of a word.
The next person thinks of a word that’s

associated with the first word. Example: Park -
playground - slide - waterpark. 

License plate words - Make a word with the
letters on a license plate. Bonus point if you can

make a word with the letters in the order that
they appear on the license plate.

by Sendy
Santamaria,

Translated by
Hercilia Mendizabal

Frers (Chronicle
Books, 2023).

https://forum.teachingbooks.net/2023/09/sendy-santamaria-on-yenebis-drive-to-school/


Activity 1

Activity 2

Etnias del Mundo
(Ethnicities of 

the world)

a Road in the sky

Everyone has a powerful story!

The story "Un Camino en el Cielo" talks about
polar lights. Make your own ar home! You need: a
bowl, 1/2 a cup of milk, food coloring, and a q-tip.
Instructions: Pour the milk in the bowl. Add some
drops of food coloring on the bowl. With the q-tip,

mix a little bit of the food coloring and the milk.
Look at the magic of how the milk and the food

colring mix. You can add more colors if you want!
If you want to watch a video about this activity,

follow this link: https://pin.it/2aBDDACFg

Write a story with your family! On a piece of
paper, start writing a story about a family

tradition. Write three sentences on your own.
Pass the piece of paper to a grown-up and ask

them to add to the story by writing three
sentences. When that person completes his/her

part, pass the piece of paper to another person in
your family. Keep going until you have a

complete story! 

 edited by Tres
Patas y Pico,

illustrated by Laia
Berloso (Tres Patas

y Pico, 2023)

https://pin.it/2aBDDACFg


Activity 1

Activity 2

la falda morada
de leo

(Leo’s purple Skirt)

Where do Men still wear skirts?

Research women who defied
fashion standards

Investigate with children in which countries of the
world men still wear skirts and when, for example,

do they wear them daily or for special events?
Mark on a map or globe the countries where men

still wear skirts. 

Some of the many women who wore pants when
it was not allowed include: Amelia Bloomer,

Marlene Dietrich, Katharine Kepburn, Susan B.
Anthony, Coco Chanel, Frida Kahlo, Jovita

Valdovinos, and Petra Herrera. Research who
these women were and why they decided to wear

pants instead of skirts. 

 by Irma Borges,
illustrated by

Francesco Fagnani.
(Nube Ocho, 2022).



Activity 1

Activity 2

Jovita llevaba 
pantalones

(Jovita wore Pants)

Brave Women

Self Portrait of Bravery

Think about a woman from your family that you
admire. Interview family members who know her
and ask them about what they admire about her

and their best memory with her. Write down what
you hear and gift your notes to that woman.

Think about 3 times when you were brave. On a
piece of paper, draw or glue a photo of you. Next
to your photo draw or write those 3 times when
you were brave. For an example, visit this link:

https://pin.it/2O7cFLzWr 

 written and    
translated by Aida

Salazar, illustrated by
Molly Mendoza

(Scholastic Inc., 2023). 

https://pin.it/2O7cFLzWr
https://pin.it/2O7cFLzWr


Activity 1

Activity 2

las Escultoras
de la luz

(The Sculptors of light)

Discovering cuban artists

Poetry self-portrait

Dive into the vibrant world of Cuban female artists.
Parents and teachers can guide children in choosing

an artist from the poetry collection. Together, explore
the artist's unique contributions in various art forms.

Using simple materials like paper and colors, kids can
then create their own artwork, expressing their

creativity inspired by these incredible women. Finally,
create a mini art show in the classroom or at home,

giving children the opportunity to proudly showcase
their artistic talents and what they've learned about

these often overlooked artists. Visit Puglesi's website
to print the artwork and use as inspiration or as a

launching point to extend students' learning.
t.ly/khmN7

Parents and teachers can guide students in creating
expressive portraits inspired by the poetry

collection. After selecting a poem, encourage
children to reflect on the emotions and themes

within it. Provide materials like paper, markers, and
paint for them to craft self-portraits or portraits of

friends, expressing their individuality and emotions.
This hands-on activity not only reinforces the

themes of the poetry but also allows children to
explore self-expression through art. Students will

not draw their own portrait, but instead fill in a
canvas using words or phrases to describe their

emotions. The classroom or home can then become a
gallery showcasing these unique and personal

artistic reflections.

 written and    
translated by Aida

Salazar, illustrated by
Molly Mendoza

(Scholastic Inc., 2023). 

https://www.carbonomonono.com/illustration/the-sculptor-of-light


Activity 1

Activity 2

Los Nachos de Nacho
(Nacho’s Nachos)

nacho masterpieces

The science of melting

Unleash your inner artist by using nacho
ingredients to create edible art on plates. Beans
can be eyes, cheese can be rivers of molten lava,

and olives can be tiny plants. Get creative and
have fun!

Discuss how different ingredients change with
heat, and guess which nacho topping will melt
first. Put your nachos in the microwave for 30

seconds and watch to see if you were right!

by Sandra Nickel,
illustrated by Oliver

Dominguez 
(Lee & Low Books,

2023).



Activity 1

Activity 2

¡Las Mascotas Mandan!
(pets rule!)

Let’s make a map!

The Best Pet

Ember calls the Chin's home his "kingdom". Draw
a map of the Chin's home and name each room

like Ember's Kingdom. For example, what would
you name the kitchen or Lucy's bedroom?

The Chin family has different pets, a dog, a
hamster, a bird, and even a beetle. Which animal
do you think makes the best pet? A dog? A cat?
A snake? Research about your favorite pet and

write a letter to the Chin family letting them
know which animal is the best pet and why.

by Susan Tan,
illustrated by Wendy

Tan & Shiau Wei,
Translated by Abel

Berriz 
(Scholastic, 2023).



Activity 1

Activity 2

Noche Antigua
(Ancient night)

Ancient MesoAmerican Ball game

Patolli

This can be a fun summer reading event for
Teens/ Tween or even a fun field day activity for
Teens/ Tweens. Get a big hacky sack (not hard)
and create hoops that the hacky sack has to go

through. Have teams of 3-4 players and they will
play against each other. The rules can be

modified; ex. Using body (torso) only, soccer rules,
using hacky sack rules. Keep it fun and safe. Also,

can have a time limit ex. 2minute intervals.
Whichever team has the highest score after 2 out

of 3 intervals, wins.

This game came be played with two to four
players. You’ll need a board; you can print the
one below or make your own! Six counters per

player. These can be anything: pieces of paper,
coins or counters from another game, but the

two sets must be different, so you can tell which
belong to each player.

https://otagomuseum.nz/athome/how-to-play-
patolli

Written and illustrated
by David Álvarez,
adapted by David

Bowles.
(Levine Querido, 2023).

https://otagomuseum.nz/athome/how-to-play-patolli
https://otagomuseum.nz/athome/how-to-play-patolli


Activity 1

Activity 2

Rizos
(Frizzy)

Compliment jar

Art Affirmation

In a classroom setting, have a small jar for each
student. Each week the librarian/ teacher can
secretly write 1 compliment that they noticed

about the student. At the end of each week or end
of the month, the students read their

compliments. They can then create their own
collage with the compliments that they have

gotten.

This can be a library program. They can either
have the template of a tree or something similar
(concept is to have roots and things that bloom).

They paint their canvas and then begin adding
words / sentences of affirmation for themselves.

They take their art work home or it can be
displayed in the library for Art Appreciation

month in August or for Mental Health Awareness
Month in May.

by Claribel A. Ortega,
illustrated by Rose

Bousamra, Translated
by Jasminne Mendez   
(First Second, 2023).



Activity 1

Activity 2

Selena Gomez Prairie Lights

When I grow up...

Selena was born in Grand Prairie, Texas where
each year Lynn Creek Park shines with colorful
displays to celebrate the holidays. Watch this

video and imagine that the event organizers have
asked you to design a new lighted display that

represents Selena Gomez. Use this page to draw
it and write how it represents Selena Gomez. 

Selena knew she wanted to be an actress and
singer since she was little, think about what your
dream job would be and do some research about
it. Fill out this graphic organizer and write a short
composition about your dream job. Share it with

your family!

 by Claudia Romo
Edelman & Karla
Arenas Valenti,
illustrated by

Alexandra Beguez,
Translated by Terry

Catasús Jennings
(Roaring Brook Press,

2023).

https://youtu.be/nQ_EiM44a2U?si=9yk-nsBtuXvrN4PF
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G9g8yA2FZBZjMYbx-oUsOhQZT4EEGd3r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TXmQm-wp-Oz3Ap3gLQSpjsYXJO_F7Pzj/view?usp=sharing


Activity 1

Activity 2

Sobreviví: 
Los ataques de 2001

(I survived the Attacks 
of 2001)

Learn more with teaching Books

Poster maker

Discover Teachingbooks.net to dig into other
books by Lauren Tarshis, engage in activities, and

explore the publisher’s website.

Students will create a poster about diverse
viewpoints (differences and similarities) about

how different people reflect about the attact of
September 11, 2001.

by Lauren Tarshis,
illustrated by Scott

Dawson, translated by
Scholastic Inc

(Scholastic Inc, 2021). 

http://teachingbooks.net/


Activity 1

Activity 2

Superheroínas y 
Superhéroes: Manual de

instrucciones 
(How to become a

Superhero)

Design your superhero outfit

Write your own Graphic Novel
using your superhero

Just like in the book, you can design your own
super suit! Don't forget to include if you will have

a cape, the best colors, and what your mask might
look like. 

Gómez illustrates this fun and colorful graphic
novel. Draw a one page graphic novel using your
superhero. Superheroes usually have a problem

to solve, so start with that!

by Davide Cali,
illustrated by Gómez
(Nube Ocho, 2023). 



Activity 1

Activity 2

Vlad el vampirito 
fabuloso

(Vlad the fabulous
 vampire)

masking emotions

Celebrating Friendship

Families and teachers can engage children in a
hands-on activity inspired by the themes of self-
expression and acceptance in the story. Begin by

discussing how characters like Vlad express
themselves and share their true selves with others.

Provide plain masks, markers, and various craft
materials. Encourage the children to decorate their

masks, using colors and designs that reflect their own
personalities and emotions. As they work on their

creations, prompt discussions about acceptance and
embracing differences. Once the masks are complete,

have a mini-mask parade where each child can
proudly showcase their unique creations, reinforcing

the story's message of celebrating individuality.

Extend this wonderful story by organizing a
"Celebrating Friendship" event. Invite children to

bring a small item or artwork that represents them,
similar to how Vlad and Shelley share their physical

traits in the story. Provide a space for the kids to
display their items, creating a mini-exhibition of
diversity. Encourage the children to discuss their

chosen items, fostering conversations about
acceptance and friendship. Additionally, facilitate a

collaborative art project where the kids work
together to create a mural or collage that represents
the vibrant and diverse community in the story. This
activity not only reinforces the themes of the book
but also emphasizes the importance of acceptance

and unity in building strong friendships.

Written and illustrated by
Flavia Z. Drago

 (Candlewick Press, 2023). 



Activity 1

Activity 2

wepa
diary entry

Make a play

Students are assigned to create a diary entry.
Each student selects a character from the book.
In their entry, they need to incorporate how the
character feels emotionally and intellectually.

Students can incorporate details from the book,
dialogue and interactions to make the diary entry
more interesting. Very important, all entries need

to cultivate empathy, diversity, and respect to
each other.

The students will perform a theatrical
adaptation of the book, each student will be a

different character of the book. Participants will
dress in appropriate costumes, follow the stage
rules. After practicing a few times, the students
will perform the play in front of the group, their

parents and/or other classes.

Written and illustrated
by J. de la Vega, 

(Lil’ Libros, 2023). 


