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 For students
 Critical Thinking Conference March 2017
 Fake News Symposium October 2017
 ENGL 1301 classes Spring & Fall 2018
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 First Week Back January 2018



Presenter
Presentation Notes

Poll Title: Have you presented information about Fake News on your campus?
https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple_choice_polls/bx7vCbZqDmzpyQn



Fake news is nothing new, but the 
volume and ability to spread it 
quickly to millions of people is new.





Presenter
Presentation Notes

Poll Title: How confident are you in your ability to recognize fake news?
https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple_choice_polls/RTyoyz9Wi5taCsN



According to research conducted by 
the Pew Research Center

This is an information literacy issue 
(metaliteracy, media literacy, 
statistical literacy, advertising 
literacy)



 This exercise is for students to check 
out some websites that may or may 
not be reliable.  

 (I used to just demonstrate, but now I 
have them check them themselves to 
get a little practice.)

 Politicot.com

 DCGazette.com

 TheOnion.com

 WSJ.com

 NYTimes.com



 Authentic material mixed with fake

 Imposter news sites designed to look like brands we already know
 abcnews.com.co 

 Extremely biased news sites

 Click bait/Sponsored Content

 Manipulated content (altered photos)

 Parody content

 News corrections (are they mistakes or fake news?)

 New definition?  Something I don’t agree with

 Others?

http://politicot.com/
http://dcgazette.com/
http://abcnews.com.co/
http://infowars.com/
http://breitbart.com/
http://www.snopes.com/nfl-player-burned-american-flag-in-locker-room/
http://www.theonion.com/


Intentionally made up (it can be 
funny….)



Arguably the most deceitful Florence-related 
fake news is political, however. Some 
commentators are claiming the hurricane is a 
hoax from “the left.” Rush Limbaugh went on 
a protracted rant about this during his radio 
show yesterday. “The forecast and the 
destruction and the potential doom and 
gloom is all to heighten the belief in climate 
change,” he said.

Other members of the media rebuked 
Limbaugh for this—Brian Stelter tweeted, 
“Shame on him.” And weather experts echoed 
their concern.

“That’s nuts,” Fricker said. “The impacts here 
are going to be severe, so this goes way 
beyond politics.”

“Hurricane Florence is a very real threat,” 
Vaccaro added.

https://www.mediamatters.org/video/2018/09/11/rush-limbaugh-hurricane-florence-forecast-and-destruction-potential-doom-and-gloom-all-heighten/221278
https://twitter.com/brianstelter/status/1039708933919789058






Information 
overload
Speed vs. 
accuracy



Confirmation 
bias
Dunning-Kruger 
Effect
Less 
informed=more 
partisan



Filter bubble
(see TED Talk 
by Eli Pariser)

https://www.ted.com/talks/eli_pariser_beware_online_filter_bubbles#t-10676




We can all be 
“journalists”



Do you feel emotions when 
you read the news?  
How often?  
What kinds of emotions?



EMOTIONS
Reduce your 
ability to think 
critically
Especially 
anger & fear



 Backfire Effect

 When misinformed people, 
particularly political partisans, were 
exposed to corrected facts in news 
stories, they rarely changed their 
minds.  In fact they often became 
even more strongly set in their 
beliefs: “Results indicate that 
corrections frequently fail to reduce 
misperceptions among the targeted 
ideological group. We also document 
several instances of a ‘backfire effect’ 
in which corrections actually increase 
misperceptions among the group in 
question.”  Nyhan & Reifler 2010



Better, more sophisticated technology
Hijacking accounts
More  subtle posts, mimicking real behavior
AI -- Machines learning to behave more like humans

Polarization within the US
People can be manipulated to behave the way outside 

actors want
http://www.texasstandard.org/stories/why-fake-news-is-

getting-harder-to-detect/

http://www.texasstandard.org/stories/why-fake-news-is-getting-harder-to-detect/




 Compare articles that are opinion 
pieces and factual reporting on the 
same topic.  

 These are all from the same 
newspaper, the Washington Post.

 Article 1

 Article 2

 Article 3

https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2018/08/24/in-his-feud-with-jeff-sessions-trump-has-painted-himself-into-a-corner/?utm_term=.00c276e7b9dc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2018/08/23/some-trumps-most-loyal-allies-seem-have-finally-had-it-with-him/?utm_term=.f48236889e6a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/come-on-jeff-trump-continues-public-feud-with-session-urging-investigations-of-the-other-side/2018/08/24/ac5d329e-a784-11e8-97ce-cc9042272f07_story.html?utm_term=.1878861d2a92


Remember the difference 
between news gathering 
and news analysis!

 https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/
chapter/evaluating-news-sources/

Mike Caulfield is currently 
the director of blended 
and networked learning at 
Washington State 
University Vancouver, and 
head of the Digital 
Polarization Initiative of the 
American Democracy 
Project, a multi-school pilot 
to change the way that 
online media literacy is 
taught.

https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/evaluating-news-sources/


Watch out if known/reputable news sites are not also 
reporting on the story. There should typically be more 
than one source reporting on a topic or event.
 Zimdars, Melissa. False, Misleading, Clickbait-y, and/or Satirical “News” Sources. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-
mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/preview

Lateral Searching
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/front-matter/web-

strategies-for-student-fact-checkers/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/preview
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/front-matter/web-strategies-for-student-fact-checkers/


Check the “About Us” tab on websites or look up 
the website on Snopes or Wikipedia for more 
information about the source.
Bad web design and use of ALL CAPS can also be a 
sign that the source you’re looking at should be 
verified and/or read in conjunction with other 
sources. 



If the story makes you REALLY ANGRY it’s probably 
a good idea to keep reading about the topic via 
other sources to make sure the story you read 
wasn’t purposefully trying to make you angry with 
false information in order to generate shares and ad 
revenue. 



 Avoid asking questions that imply a certain answer. If I ask “Did the Holocaust happen?,” for example, I am implying 
that it is likely that the Holocaust was faked. If you want information on the Holocaust, sometimes it’s better just to start
with a simple noun search, e.g. “Holocaust,” and read summaries that show how we know what happened.

 Avoid using terms that imply a certain answer. As an example, if you query “Women 72 cents on the dollar” you’ll likely 
get articles that tell you women make 72 cents on the dollar. But is you search for “Women 80 cents on the dollar” you’ll 
get articles that say women make 80 cents on the dollar. Searching for general articles on the “wage gap” might be a 
better choice.

 Avoid culturally loaded terms. As an example, the term “black-on-white crime” is term used by white supremacist 
groups, but is not a term generally used by sociologists. As such, if you put that term into the Google search bar, you are 
going to get some sites that will carry the perspective of white supremacist sites, and be lousy sources of serious 
sociological analysis.

 Plan to reformulate. Think carefully about what constitutes an authoritative source before you search. Once you search 
you’ll find you have an irrepressible urge to click into the top results. If you can, think of what sorts of sources and 
information you would like to see in the results before you search. If you don’t see those in the results, fight the impulse 
to click on forward, and reformulate your search.

 Scan results for better terms. Maybe your first question about whether the holocaust happened turned up a lousy result 
set in general but did pop up a Wikipedia article on Holocaust denialism. Use that term to make a better search for what 
you actually want to know.

 https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/avoiding-confirmation-bias-in-searches/

https://www.google.com/search?q=Women+72+cents+on+the+dollar&oq=Women+72+cents+on+the+dollar&aqs=chrome..69i57.327j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?num=30&q=Women+80+cents+on+the+dollar&oq=Women+80+cents+on+the+dollar&gs_l=psy-ab.3...10654.12329.0.12625.4.4.0.0.0.0.117.423.2j2.4.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.1.112...0i8i7i30k1.ezVCX3ZvpKQ
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/avoiding-confirmation-bias-in-searches/


 Look at sources with different viewpoints.

 Caulfield’s four moves & a Habit
 Check for previous work: Look around to see if someone 

else has already fact-checked the claim or provided a 
synthesis of research.

 Go upstream to the source: Go “upstream” to the source 
of the claim. Most web content is not original. Get to the 
original source to understand the trustworthiness of the 
information.

 Read laterally: Read laterally.[1] Once you get to the 
source of a claim, read what other people say about the 
source (publication, author, etc.). The truth is in the 
network.

 Circle back: If you get lost, hit dead ends, or find yourself 
going down an increasingly confusing rabbit hole, back up 
and start over knowing what you know now. You’re likely to 
take a more informed path with different search terms and 
better decisions.

 Habit:  Check your Emotions

 https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/four-strategies/

 Allsides.com

 https://fourmoves.blog/

https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/four-strategies/#footnote-118-1
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/four-strategies/
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://fourmoves.blog/


 Scenario:  You have to write a paper 
on fake news, and you have these 
four sources of online information.

 Find articles about fake news and see 
if you can also find citations for those 
articles

 Work in pairs

 Rate the sources of online info from 1 
(best source of info) to 4 (worst 
source of info)

 Academic Search Complete
 Points of View Reference Center
 Psychology & Behavioral Science 

Collection
 Science in Context



Snopes.com
Factcheck.org
Politifact.com
Washington Post Fact Checker

http://snopes.com/
http://factcheck.org/
http://politifact.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/?utm_term=.41a6b3598e8e




C – currency
R – relevance
A – accuracy
A – authority
P – purpose/point of view



 Authority Is Constructed and Contextual
 develop awareness of the importance of assessing content with a skeptical stance and with a self-awareness 

of their own biases and worldview

 Information Creation as a Process
 value the process of matching an information need with an appropriate product

 Information Has Value
 value the skills, time, and effort needed to produce knowledge

 Research as Inquiry
 synthesize ideas gathered from multiple sources

 Scholarship as Conversation
 recognize they are often entering into an ongoing scholarly conversation and not a finished conversation

 Searching as Strategic Exploration
 realize that information sources vary greatly in content and format and have varying relevance and value, 

depending on the needs and nature of the search



 https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_patrick_lynch_how_to_see_past_your_own_pe
rspective_and_find_truth

As you watch this, think about these questions:
What is the fundamental, philosophical idea that 
the speaker thinks we need to reconnect with?
What are the three things we all need to do to 
really accept it?

https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_patrick_lynch_how_to_see_past_your_own_perspective_and_find_truth


1. Please list your preferred source(s) of daily and/or breaking news. Please only 
consider actual sources of news and NOT social media platforms or other open 
forums where users post news stories that originated elsewhere.

2. Define “Fake News” in your own words.

3. “Fake News” is a problem in the United States Today.
1. Strongly Disagree
2. Disagree
3. Neither Agree nor Disagree
4. Agree
5. Strongly Agree

4. “Fake News” played an important role in the 2016 Presidential election.



Spring Pre-test

 Average rating of news sources: 2.9

 Fake News is a problem: 4.05

 Fake News played an important role 
in 2016 election: 3.92

 N=38

Spring Post-test

 Average rating of new sources: 2.9

 Fake News is a problem: 4.54

 Fake News played an important role 
in 2016 election: 3.86

 N=28



Spring Pre-test

News Source Number of Responses
NPR 1
Russia Today 1
Infowars 1
Buzzfeed 1
Reuters 1
Scientific American 1
New Scientist 1
Daily Wire 1
MSNBC 1
NBC news 1
None 2
BBC 2
Univision 2
Yahoo 2
Washington Post 3
ABC 4
Fox News 8

Gaming/Entertainment 8
CNN 11

Friend, relative, or Indeterminate* 21

Local TV & newspapers 23
96

Spring Post-test

News Source Number of responses
Daily Mail 1
BBC 1

The Guardian 1

Wall St Journal 1

Sports Center 1

Entertainment 2
CBS 2
NY Times 4

Indeterminate* 6
ABC 7
NBC 7
Fox news 13

Local TV & Newspaper 13
CNN 14

73

*examples of “indeterminate”:  podcast, normal radio, authentic websites, non-profit orgs
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