
 

 

Summary of HB 900, the READER Act  

Restricting Explicit and Adult Designated Education Resources 

HB 900 by Rep. Jared Patterson, the READER Act (Restricting Explicit and Adult Designated Educational 

Resources, was passed by the 88th Texas Legislature and signed into law by Governor Abbott. There is a 

great deal of confusion and uncertainty about how this new law will be implemented. The following 

information and resources will be updated as TLA receives clarification and information. 

HB 900 defines sexually explicit and sexually relevant material and requires library material vendors (any 

entity that sells library materials to a public school in Texas) to assign sexually explicit and sexually 

relevant ratings to any material the vendor determines meet the law's definitions. The Texas State 

Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) is required to adopt standards for collection development, to 

be approved by the State Board of Education (SBOE) that school districts are required to follow when 

developing and implementing collection development policies. The mandatory TSLAC collection 

development standards apply to materials in school libraries and in classroom libraries. 

Vendors must issue ratings for materials previously sold to Texas school districts that are in active use 

and must recall library materials sold to a district that the vendor has rated sexually explicit. Materials 

rated sexually explicit may not be sold to Texas school districts. Materials rated sexually relevant require 

parental consent for a student to check-out the material. 

Vendors are required to submit their first report listing library materials they have rated sexually relevant 

or sexually explicit to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) by April 1, 2024. Beginning September 1, 2024, 

vendors must submit an updated list to TEA not later than September 1 of every year. TEA must post 

these lists on their website. 

TEA has the authority to review library material sold by a vendor that is not rated or is incorrectly rated 

to determine if the material should be rated as sexually explicit or sexually relevant or receive no rating. 

TEA will notify the vendor of their decision and the vendor must update the rating and notify the agency 

they have done so within 60 days. If a vendor does not comply, they are placed on a "do not purchase" 

list maintained by TEA and school districts cannot purchase from that vendor. 

Every odd-numbered year, beginning January 1, 2025, school districts must review the material in their 

collection rated sexually relevant by vendors and determine, based on the districts collection 

development and reconsideration policies, if the material should remain in the collection. The district 

must post a report that includes the title of everything reviewed, the district's decision, and the campus 

where the material is located. This report must be posted on the district website or printed copies 

provided at the district or campus. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB900


TEA is directed to adopt rules to administer this new law and may provide assistance to districts in 

complying with the law. 

Key Dates  

June 13, 2023 Signed by Governor Abbott 

September 1, 2023 Effective date 

January 1, 2024 
TSLAC mandatory collection development 

standards, approved by SBOE, final 

April 1, 2024 

Vendors provide initial list of materials they rated 

sexually explicit or sexually relevant to TEA 

Materials rated sexually explicit must be removed 

from school libraries 

September 1, 2024 
Vendors provide updated list of materials they have 

rated to TEA 

January 1, 2025 

School districts review vendor rated sexually 

relevant material in their current collection and 

post a report on their website 

 

DISCLAIMER: The information provided is intended to convey general information only and not to provide 

legal advice or opinions. Information shared on this page and in any documents linked on this page 

should not be construed as or be relied upon as legal advice in any particular circumstance or factual 

situation. The information may not reflect the most current legal developments. An attorney should be 

contacted for advice on specific legal questions, issues and/or interpretation of the law. 


